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n 25" January 2009, about 210 Explorers, Scou
Cubs, Beavers along with their leaders and

helpers gathered together for a photograph to
commemorate 100 years of Scouting in Keynsh

For 6 hours, photographer Graham Price balanced precariously
on top of his ladder whilst the assembled masses were wrangled to
produce the photograph you see below. Group by group, children and
adults alike were lined up and told to smile in what could only be
described as ordered chaos.

Two years after Lord Baden Powell started the Scouting movement in

1907 with a small group of people on Brownsea Island in Dorset, Scouting reached the depths of Somerset
in Keynsham. Since then, Scouting has been an integral part of the community and continues to offer our
young people the opportunity to develop their physical, intellectual, social and spiritual potential, both as
individuals and as members of society. This gathering, and the resulting photograph, demonstrated just
how far Scouting has come in Keynsham in the last 100 years. From humble beginnings, it is now one of
the largest Scouting Groups in the UK.

To celebrate the Group’s history and achievements, we’ve put together this Scout Centenary Newsletter.
We hope it will provide you with a flavour of our past, present and an exciting future.




Jim Pratt
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Do you know the origins of 1st
Keynsham’s  Scout  Movement?
Graham Jonesprovides a year on

year account of the troop, from its

humble origins to the high profile and
well run organisation it is today
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Word
SEARCH

LNRETLIHCKMSPFEC
DLDAYDRWNDALAELU
CNELXNBOEZHRTIGB
SEAWOEORCGSIRHGC
CCNLOWALZKNGOCOH
OOOTSPSWOZYDLRWE
UWQUEINTECENLEBL
TTIRTNAEOHKAEKAW
XKPZRLAEDCCSACDO
REVAEBARSAEYDEGO
BFROMERWYNBOENED
SUMMERCAMPWBRCST
EMESIMORPTUOCSSP
HEADQUARTERSRRXI
QUANTOCKJIDGUIBUS
POORTBUVTNUFPACK

Can you find\ Answers
these words?/ " ﬁ‘ge

AXE

BADEN POWELL
BADGES
BEAVER

BE PREPARED
BOYS AND GIRLS
BROWNSEA ISLAND
CENTENARY
CHELWOOD
CHEW

CHILTERN
COLONY
COTSWOLD

cuB

FIRST

FROM

PACK
PATROL LEADER
QUANTOCK
ROCKY

SCouT

SCOUT LAW
SCOUT PROMISE

SUMMER CAMP
TROOP
WOGGLE
HEADQUARTERS
KEYNSHAM
K TWO
NECKERCHIEF
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Chelwood

don’t know how long ago we started looking for our own lans were soon in hand to develop our site. The water board
campsite, but it had always been part of the vision of P helped get water to the site, from over half a mile away, and
some of the leaders and Group executive members. In the pipe was laid round the site. Wherever there was a join in
the early 1970’s | had moved back to Keynsham and the pipe we put a water point. It was our site and we were not
become a leader. Dixie Duggan and Roger Bates were going to walk too far for water.
both looking for sites and Barrie Dunn was often asked
for his opinion on a particular parcel of land. One of the Believe it or not there was no woodland the other side of the
criteria for the land was that it had to be a decent hike valley (to the south of the barn), or any woodland up by the
from our HQ, eg 6 to 8 miles. road. The Forestry commission came and looked, gave us
lots of advice, and even better substantial grants. We planted
In the early seventies we still owned the land that is now all the woodland the following autumn. It seemed as though
Ashton Way and the car park. A company called ‘Green everybody in the group came out to plant the trees, and we
EIlm*‘ proposed building the office blocks in Temple had an unbelievable 95% success rate with the new trees.

Street, on the car parks that were there at the time.

One of the conditions imposed by the council was that

they had to replace the car parking. They came to us ithin 18 months we had the road across the site built,

and offered the grand sum of £42.000 for our land. W temporary flush toilets and a cess pit installed, a container

This was 1974/5. Well the group negotiated, accepting was purchased as a store and the site really was up and

the money (a good price at the time) and the building of running. It didn’t take long to get the barn built, with an EEC

a new wall at the boundary to our property. grant! A new toilet block and stores were built, and the old
temporary toilets were resold to the company we had bought
them from, for far more than we had paid in the first place.

T his meant that the group now had a substantial amount The local farmer, Pete Sherbourne, kept an eye on the site for
of money in the bank, which was earmarked for a camp us from his farm in Chelwood. He used to graze animals on
site. The search continued a suitable site, flattish, with the fields, and trim the hedges for us.

woodland and was identified between Chewton

Keynsham and Compton Dando. Negotiations were well So the foresight

under way when the present land at Chelwood became of those leaders

available. Our attention soon turned to this land 31 years ago

because it was far more suitable; grassland, woods, has left us all a

and a stream - what more could we want? Negotiations really super site

started with the owner. He was adamant that it was at Chelwood. It

going to auction, although it would seem we were the brings us in a

only people interested. small income

through visiting

The auction was to take place at 7.30pm on Tuesday groups, but

12th September 1978 in the Chew Valley Restaurant. more provides

The bidding was to be handled by Roger Bates, GSL at us with a super

the time. There was only the land at Chelwood being site we can use

auctioned. The auction started, and slowly the price of at evenings and

the land was pushed up, getting closer and closer to our weekends. Let's

budget limit. All of a sudden the price reached £42.000, hope it is there

and Roger Bates was the only one left in the frame. The for many years

hammer went down and the land was ours. There was a to come.

tremendous cheer from all those Scout supporters who
were in the room.




Glimpse
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(Over,Down,Direction)

AXE(4,2,SE)
BADENPOWELL(11,11,NW)
BADGES(15,7,S)
BEAVER(6,10,W)
BEPREPARED(1,11,NE)
BOYSANDGIRLS(12,12,N)
BROWNSEAISLAND(14,15,NW)
CENTENARY(1,3,SE)
CHELWOOD(16,4,S)
CHEW(11,9,NW)
CHILTERN(9,1,W)
COLONY(10,7,NW)
COTSWOLD(10,9,NW)
CUB(16,1,S)
FIRST(12,16,NE)
FROME(2,11,E)
HEADQUARTERS(1,14,E)
KEYNSHAM(11,8,N)
KTWO(2,9,N)
NECKERCHIEF(14,11,N)
PACK(13,16,E)
PATROLLEADER(13,1,S)
QUANTOCK(1,15,E)
ROCKY(7,2,SE)
SCOUT(1,4,S)
SCOUTLAW(1,4,SE)
SCOUTPROMISE(14,13,W)
SUMMERCAMP(1,12,E)
TROOP(5,16,W)
WOGGLE(15,6,N)




